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Abstract 
Across Maryland, volunteer water monitors work with communities, local governments, and the State to provide 
valuable information on water quality. Recognizing the value of volunteer monitoring in bridging the gaps left by 
professional monitoring programs, Maryland began the Stream Waders Program in 2000. The goals of the Stream 
Waders Program are: to increase the density of sampling sites for use in stream quality assessments; to educate 
the local community about the relationship between land use and stream quality; to provide quality assured 
information on stream quality to state, local, and federal agencies, environmental organizations, and others; and to 
improve stream stewardship ethics and encourage local action to improve watershed management. Many Stream 
Waders are members of watershed organizations who use the training and data to complement their own 
stewardship and restoration programs. In addition, many local governments have worked with Stream Waders to 
obtain data needed for watershed management plans.  
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